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Summary 

How did they reason? 

Collected evidence  

Gave opportunity for multiple people to produce relevant 

facts, observations, events 

Reasoned from the evidence 

Direct Statement of Scripture 

Examples 

Necessary Inference (inescapable logical conclusion) 

Remained civil 

Conclusion was sound 

Not everyone accepted it 
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Introduction 

First lesson emphasized the importance of finding truth and introduced 

reasoning as the path from knowledge to truth. 

But how do we reason? What are the rules and methods? 

Definitions 

Hermeneutics—a method or principle of interpretation. Some definitions 

call it the “science” of interpreting literature, especially the Bible. It en-

compasses the rules and regulations that govern interpreting. 

Exegesis—using the principles of hermeneutics to derive an explanation 

or critical interpretation of a text.  

If we can agree on the Hermeneutics, we can 

  establish a common ground for teaching 

  work towards eliminating division 

Some history in the next lesson, but for now... 

Assumptions 

 God exists 

 God has a plan for mankind 

 God communicated that plan through the Bible 

Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, and let us reason together” 

God expects that we can do this.  

Derive principles of interpretation from the Bible! 

How did 1st century Christians solve a problem: Acts 15 

 

The Problem 

Is it necessary for Gentiles to be circumcised? 
Acts 15:1-6 

Circumcision was the sign of the Mosaic covenant. 

The real question— 

 Do Christians also have to by proselytes (accept Judaism)? 

Apostles and Elders came together to look into it—to REASON 
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The Reasoning Process 

Collect Information 

15:7—Much debate 

Reasoning starts with collecting information (evidence) 

Relevant: facts, observations, events 

 

Peter’s Speech (Acts 15:7-11) 

Background (Acts 10) 

(1-8) Angel visits Cornelius, who sends for Peter 

Peter experiences 2 supernatural events and is told of 1 

(9-16) vision of unclean animals 

(17-20) told to accompany the gentiles 

(21-23) told about angelic visit to Cornelius 

(28) Peter draws conclusion based on these events. 

“God has shown me that I should not call any man unholy or 

unclean.”  

(34-43) Peter’s sermon 

(34-35) Peter reaches conclusion not seen by any other Jew! 

“I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show 

partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does 

what is right is welcome to Him.” 

(44-48) Holy Spirit given to the Gentiles 

No direct command given to Preach or Baptize!! 

Key Points 

Peter’s actions NECESSARILY followed from the events. 

In Acts 15:11, Peter argues from Necessary Inference! 

 

Attitude of the Gathering (Acts 15:12) 

“All the people kept silent, and they were listening…” 

This was an emotionally charged issue, yet they remained civil. 

 

Three Pillars of Biblical Reasoning 

Kenneth.Holladay@live.com 3 23 March 2012 

Barnabas and Paul’s Speech (Acts 15:12) 

Speech is summarized in 1 verse. 

Background (Acts 13, 14) 

They related the events of their 1st Journey  

(13:6-12) First recorded convert – Gentile Sergius Paulus 

Luke changes “Saul” to “Paul” indicating change of emphasis 

in his preaching 

(13-43) Work with Jews in Antioch of Pisidia 

(44-49) Antioch of Pisidia – rejected by Jews, turned to Gentiles 

(14:1-3) Iconium – preached and worked miracles 

(8-18) Lystra – healed lame man, dissuaded priests of Zeus 

(19-20) Paul stoned but lives 

(26-27) Returned to Antioch and reported 

Key Points 

Barnabas and Paul argue from Example! 

They converted Gentiles without requiring circumcision 

God approved of their actions as evidenced by the miracles: 

Mark 16:20 And they went out and preached everywhere, while the 

Lord worked with them, and confirmed the word by the signs that 

followed.  

Heb 2:3-4 After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was 

confirmed to us by those who heard, God also testifying with 

them, both by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by 

gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.  

James Speech (Acts 15: 13-20) 

Sums up the discussion by quoting Amos 9:11-12 

Concludes that  

God identified the Gentiles as his people, 

This directly fulfilled the prophecy of Amos 

Key Points 

James argues from a Direct Statement of Scripture! 

His recommendations are NOT from the Law of Moses, 

From the beginning: idols, fornication 

Noahic covenant: strangled and blood 


